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National Geographic Kids Primary Resources
Manta ray facts: Science primary resources
This primary resource introduces children to the endangered species; manta rays. Discover more about this fantastic fish. How large can they grow? How high do the leap? Why do manta rays work together to make tornadoes?
Pupils will learn ‘7 cool facts’ about this endangered sea creature in our National Geographic Kids’ Science primary resource sheet.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The teaching resource can be used in study group tasks for discussion about manta rays, their characteristics and behaviours. It could be used as a printed handout for each pupil to review and highlight, or for display on the interactive whiteboard for class discussion.
Activity:
Ask children to pick one of the facts from the primary resource sheet and use it as the basis for their own independent research. They could compare the manta ray with another species of fish (e.g. sharks, using our Save Our Sharks primary resource), examining similarities and differences of each (length, diet, behaviour, etc.). They could record their findings in a table. Children could write a poem about the manta ray, thinking about how it moves through the sea and how manta rays come together to swim and hunt. In groups, ask pupils to prepare a class presentation about why the manta ray is endangered, and how people can help their numbers to increase.
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