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National Geographic Kids Primary Resources
Birds of prey competitive predators
This primary resource provides a dramatic visual representation of the competition and predation in the natural world. Discover the super strengths of these majestic birds of prey and how they compete for prey. What does the barn owl eat? Why is the kestrel attacking it? Which bird is likely to win this fight?

Pupils will learn about the natural behaviours and instincts of the kestrel and the barn owl and the habitat they share in our National Geographic Kids’ Science primary resource sheet.
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The teaching resource can be used in study group tasks for comparing the two species of bird, as a printed handout for each pupil to review and annotate, or for display on the interactive whiteboard for class discussion.

Activity:
 Ask children to create a case study, comparing the barn owl with the kestrel. They could display their research as a table, annotated diagram or flash card (Top Trumps) style. They could discuss, as a class, why the kestrel might have tried to steal the barn owl’s food, rather than hunt its own. What do the two birds eat? Pupils could draw a food chain, or food web, showing the barn owl and kestrel’s places as predators.
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