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National Geographic Kids Primary Resources
Deep ocean ecosystem primary resource
This primary resource introduces children to an environment very different from their own — the deep ocean ecosystem of the Mariana Trench, in the Pacific Ocean. Discover more about this little known environment — the deepest part of the ocean — using a fun, comic book style resource. What kinds of creatures live in the deepest part of the ocean? How was the Mariana Trench created? How have humans managed to explore this environment?

Pupils will learn about the exploration of the Mariana Trench and what can be found there in our National Geographic Kids’ Geography primary resource sheet.
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The teaching resource can be used in study group tasks for considering the diverse environments that support life; as a printed handout for each pupil to read individually, or for display on the interactive whiteboard for class discussion.

Activity:
As a class, ask children to discuss what living organisms need to survive? (i.e. energy, sunlight, food, etc.). How do they get these things? Challenge children to think about whether these necessities are available in the deepest part of the ocean. Think about the ways that the creatures living in the Mariana Trench may have adapted to life 11km under the sea. Children could use their own research to find out more about the sea creatures that have been discovered there, or in other deep ocean environments, and make factfile sheets about them.
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