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They may sound like the stuff of science
fiction but flesh-devouring flowers are real.
In fact, over 630 species of carnivorous plants
grow all over the world! They’ve evolved in areas
where the soil doesn’t have many nutrients - so they
get their energy by digesting prey instead. Flies,
spiders and other small animals all fall victim to
these green meanies. Check out three terrifying

types of meat-eating plant...

PITCHER PLANT

Grows: The Americas, Australia, Southeast Asia

So elegant, so elaborate, so... evil! Pitcher plants grow in many
different sizes and varieties, but all have a long funnel or ‘pitcher’
which traps insects inside. The victims, lured to nectar on the lid
or rim, lose their grip on the slippery sides, tumbling into a deadly
pit, where they drown and are dissolved in digestive acid. Yikes!

VENUS FLYTRAP

Grows: Bogs and swamplands in the east coast of the USA
Ever tried to catch a fly? AlImost impossible, right? Not for Venus
flytraps! Their jagged jaws can snap shut on prey in less than a third
of a second! But these plants are picky eaters — they let smaller insects
| escape through gaps in their jaws. It's only when a big juicy fly is stuck that
the trap squeezes tighter, releasing chemicals to kill and digest the victim!

With thanks to the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Pictures © Getty Images UK.
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* Nepenthes rajah, the largest of
f all pitcher plants, has a clever (and . '
gross) way of getting extra nutrients. 8 .
Mountain tree shrews and rats like to &
| eat the nectar on its large lid. As they S U N D EW
-4 straddle the rim of the pitchertofeed, ¥ Grows: All continents except Antarctica
their poo and wee falls straight into & With their jewel-like blobs sparkling in the light, sundew plants look very =
the well. Yum! They'd better be pretty. But don't be fooled! Those shiny droplets are a deathtrap for flies

careful, though - one slip and and other insects who land on the sweet-smelling plant to feed - they
they’ll be eaten, too! get stuck in the glistening goo! Nearby tentacles curl around the victim,

before the leaf folds up, secreting chemicals to dissolve the body. Eek!



