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Staggenng stones

:-about 2.4km away from Stoneheng ST moved to the region around 9,500 years aha ; : It's too bad the early settlers didn’t have
archaeologist David Jacquesandhis =~~~ = . ago- 4,500y years earlier than some had ol < > B . wizard to help build Stonehenge. The
team uncovered hundreds of bones -  thought-to hunt auroch. And he thinks - smaller bluestone rocks weigh about

- belonging to aurochs - a speciesof *._-that descendants of these auroch hunters : their °W"'Ve"5‘°“ of-Stonehenge He says BN 1 800kq each. while the bigger sarsen
cattle twice the size of a modern-day s them i ol : "theySstipa roup of woaden posts o0 s sll:onesg(th h y vertical gg in this picture)
that thrived in ancient times! In fact, the o N i metres from eStOneherfge : [ A e hat's as

_ i e z : & each weigh a whopping 22 tonnes - that’s as
site, known as Vespasian’s Camp, held T < : S - R o \ Atleast 8,500 heavy as four African elephants! - so they

the largest aurochbones S = 2 * years old, the posts d ;
ever fo?md fgme discovery P ; : ‘ were fayndduriog ce;\t altr:ly C(I)Uk'j :‘ I?IIV' idc;nexwtl;the —
suggests that the spring was a pit-stop ' ' ; s \ the construction’ . ivine whore the stones originally can

> ‘ WP b : . , 3 studying where the stones originally came

along an auroch migration route where ¢ 4 of a car park. He
9 9 . 4 o ‘ TR thewooden from and how people managed to move

The sun’s dazzling rays bur;t
thruugl'i astrangering of stones
a grassy field in Wiltshire.
“This huge monument, called Stonehenge,
has stood on England’s Salisbury Plain
for thousands of years - but it’s still one of
the world’s biggest mysteries.

The unexplained

For hundreds of years, people have tried
to work out how Stonehenge’s enormous

ge © Johan de Meester / Ardea. Stonehenge from

1S. Aurock © Album / Florilegius / Newscom. Map: Martin Walz.

stones got there and why. A legend from the the animals drank water. The team also : them to their current spot without wheeled
12th century claimed that giants placed - unearthed 31,000 flints - stone tools i Mgy ‘ ' S MONUMENTMAY +, .3\ SN AT says the sar:sens were possibly
the monument on a mountain in Ireland, used for hunting. ’ ; & ‘ 3 i “have been a tl;lnute hauled in on Bigcadeneleds as o
before a wizard named Merlin magically s ; ; “We started to wonder iftheareawas = ° ' L AL : \ tothe sett’Ig‘r S . away, but the bluestones were traced
moved the stone circleto England. -+ 4 -+ ahunting ground and feasting site fQI’ AT R ; o ‘ ancestors. M@ to rock outcrops 225km away in Wales!
~Other theories sug est,tﬁav migrants ! Rerap 'al‘)aentpeopie, David says. “Justone | ) p " ; But whil Davi & Mike thinks they could have been dragged
(people who move Ene country to 3 , 5 I rpch,@m d have fea‘a%undredﬂ\e‘ople, B N 3 , VAN ’ o ey suenﬂsts on sledges to a waterway and then floated
another) from coni dntf Europe built the ‘ : y the pl: d"ha\m enabig draw” 1 [ . | ' will keep digging ' * onilrafts to thebuilding siteiHes also

-

5|te as an astronomical observatoryor . : Many scientists baVe)guessed that the S Qr,e f‘fhﬁ ﬂints was made from a type : ) : for clues that ’P'ght investigating whether the bluestones were
hlr Sun and Moon gods.  : builders of Stpnehenge . were the firstto é 120kmto ’the west;“This ~ =" % . B ol,r: day Solve F « first set up as circular monuments in Wales,
So far,no thebrlés h té/ n proven. But - "settle in the area some 5,000 years am . mea HS peopl may have\(travelled from L TAAL VD ' ey : mysterles 2 ¢ then dismantled and taken to Stonehenge.
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MQVV ﬁnd may prONI ore |nf0rmat|0 Ound 3000 B.C., When Coﬁstructlon Oﬁ"_ . a" O‘Gr to hun herﬁ he&ays \ ) 1 7 2 Stonehenge once One thing's for sure — the builders must

“about the builders of Sto ehenge, and ”Eﬁg site began. But arecent excavation - - i -+ The animal bonesand tools date back N AV - : and for all, for el caat e s e e
. could hplp explain why the monument~ v is maki P ink this idea.’ 7, t6 7500 B.C. The age of the artefacts .- ; : - L : "°W§]§§t°"y '5"§ Stc‘)’nehen fi ||u fini hydl I

7 N el %\ : s , ; writt i ge was finally finished!
was—congtrl,icted |rvth|sreg|on , :. i While diggin [y aspring "has made Dawd onclude\that people R ) o : . qu Fhy 7 :
) A ¢ : 5 4 ; }' ‘, o5 '.' ) D, A2 . : ol ',‘ v . \(\ A LN \ ‘ & | g : 3 i g N X i S T ; 4. .. . LAY W : \ R > _» ngkldsco‘
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