Each autumn, the New England
Aquarium's marine animal rehab centre
helps 80-100 sea turtles with dangerously
low body temperatures. Check out the
techniques used at this turtle hospital’
totreat the shelled patients...

Upon arrival, turtles are X-rayed and
their heart rates are measured with a
heart monitor.
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i from an extremely low 8°Cto between

21°Cand 26°C. But it won't be easy.
“We have to heat up the turtle very

gradually;’says Adam Kennedy, a
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Atthe New England Aguariums marine
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ghie the loggerhead a checkupanda
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By the time the water hits 24°C, Biscuits
can be moved into the larger rehab tank
Soon she's swimming slow, graceful laps in
&P7-m-long pool. Adam is thrilled by her
progress but not that surprised.”We call
loggerheads ‘tanks'because they're such
tough animals? he says. “Biscuits shows
justhow resilient they are”

Butthe turtle’s rehab isn't inished yet.
Novthatshes stabl, the team wilend

BACK TO THE SEA

“+“Amonth later Terry decides Biscuits is

ready to return to the ocean. She's heavier,
now weighing nearly 82kg, and ha:

proved she can catch live prey. Terry and
ateam of rehabbers drive Biscuits about
140km south to Little Talbot State Park
in Florida. Arriving at the release site,
Biscuits becomes more active, moving
around in her crate. It's almost as if she
sensesthal sI!ms close to home.“I think

er:
Jekyllisland, Ginrgla, ‘which i sl Imled

horseshoe crabs in her tank so she can get
used . These cri

the ocean!"Terry says. When
lhe team Iowers her omo the sand at the
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pare herforre-entry
into the wild. :
Two and a half months after
her rescue, aquarium staff load
Biscuits into a cushioned crate
and place her in a heated van.
Then she's driven with three
other recovering turtles toa
small airport where they will
take off for Georgia. To make pla
the turtles’trip as quick and
stress free as possible, a pilot has
volunteered to fly them down in

name - Biscuits! The turtle, thought
tobe around 20years o, welghs n
kg ~normal for

too quickly could be just as deadly as not
warming her atall? A six-person team lifts

g,

‘After the nearly three-hour flight, Biscuits
and the other turtles are transported to
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its into a 1.5-m-long
to 12.8°C. Each day
the rehabilitation team raise the
thermostat by about 3°C.
the temperature rises,

Biscuits begins to move
A normally again.

To help her regain energy,
' the staff offer healthy meals
of fish and squid. At first she
won't eat a bite of the grub. But
after three days the loggerhead
starts nibbling on the food she’s
given. To rehydrate the animal, the
rehab team give her daily injections
of nutri ids. Biscuits al

for
of B Bbs(ulls'age The exam shows that
Biscuits s really not well. The
freezing seawater damaged the
turtle’s skin, causing herto 4
develop open wounds. She's
dehydrated and an X-ray.

Vets sometimes use ultrasound to help
them find outif turtles haveinternal injuri
‘The instrument sends sound waves into a
turtle's body and records data abouthow
the sounds echo off tissue and internal
organs. The data s used to create images f";‘;’wf“::;:‘ﬂ:ﬁ:"°
ofthe turtle'sinsides. - Bﬁ‘he i

g most pressing concern is that

L. .. Biscuits has been cold-stunned.

Justlike many other animals including T s
ﬂﬂ,ﬁ}:;?ti,ﬁ'ﬂﬂ‘g’,‘:f‘;ﬂm"ﬂe o fepies i hef temperauresdroptoo 3
hospital measures these horm the
Plosdtraam of certaincokdatunnod turhes
tofind out their stress lovels.

blaod circulation slwws. The limited blood

: and a soothing ointment for her
2 wounded skin.“She looks much
% better,and you can tell she feels
i ‘better too;’ Adam says.

They entera coma ity practically
unable to m
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turtles that become cold-stunned in Cape
Cod Bay each year. Now her caretakers’
goalisto raise her body temperature

" Staff maybeam a special laser into an
injured turtes bodytohelpitheal The
laser stimulates the animal's b

promptsits cell to tart repa ng
damaged areas.

Very weak cold-stunned patients are initially
keptin comfy crates instead of water tanks.

Every day they takea dip in padaling pools
il uithonlyafewinches of O s they
can safely practise ther strokes. After several
“workouts'the turtles are usually readly to
enter the larger tanks.
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ntre. B
tank, 3m in diameter, where she can
continue practising her swimming
strokes. The loggerhead is fed a
steady diet of fish, squid, and
shrimp, which staff scatter

around the tank.
Caretakers also
put live blue
crabsand

ickly remembers

Thanks to the help of hundreds. ofh
the

in the wild. Biscuits:
how h

in her beak, though she leaves a
it of amess aftera meal, “She's
\ clearly enjoying these familiar

USA - many of them volunteers - the
tough turtle has made a full recovery.“It’s
an amazlng sight”says Terry. “Everything
Wwhen arescued

snackst” says Terry
' head of the centre.

wedol
animal gets back to the wild:”




