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National Geographic Kids Primary Resources
Animal myths: fact or fiction primary resource
[bookmark: _GoBack]This primary resource gives children the chance to dispel well-known myths about animals. Discover the truth behind five super weird tales. Why do we think mice love cheese? What time of day do cockerels really crow? How do we know earwigs don’t crawl into ears?

Pupils will learn how tales can be created and passed on over time, and how we can learn more about animal behaviour to challenge those tales in our National Geographic Kids’ Culture primary resource sheet.

The teaching resource can be used in study group tasks for identifying fact and fiction, and learning how to research and verifying stories. It could be used as a printed handout for each pupil to review and annotate, or for display on the interactive whiteboard for class discussion.

Activity:
Before showing them the resource, write the five animal myths up on the board and ask the children to take a class vote on each one, to vote for whether they believe the statement to be true or false. As a class discussion, ask pupils whether they have heard any of these tales before, and where they may have heard them? Why did they vote the way that they did? Handout the resource, or display it on the IWB and challenge each myth in turn. Are children surprised at the facts provided? Devise five of your own myths (e.g. ‘An elephant never forgets’, ‘Camels store water in their humps’, ‘Bats are blind’, etc.), and ask children to research them to decide whether they are true or false. What sources will they use to help them separate the fact from fiction? How reliable is their information?
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