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the historyof the British Isles: This month;’
he visits the Normans. e

Hiya readers! :

eginning of the 11th

il
costury, e nend (IR

was ruled by Anglo-Saxons.

were very proud to be English

' [T Normanco

T've got my eye on

Bot one man across
the £nglish Channel
in France, was
keen to change this,
and impose his tough,
strict government on
his Saxon neighbours;
William, Doke
of Normandy!

His Family were distantly related to the Lm
English King, Edward The ConFessor and in|
1051 £dward promised William he could
e the next King of £ngland

when £dward died.
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Eduard had no children, 50 the 1
soccession +o the throne was hotly debated!
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and fought hard to

presecve their way of life,

lorthern France were dicect descendents of the

Vikings, also known as Norsemen. When they moved to north France
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A warlike race, the Normans Fought many battles with their =]
i nei conqu

ighbours,

alta and Sicily.,
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they were known as North Men, then finally Normans.
i
/ / £ This evolutionar
s step may not

ke troe,

ecing pacts of Ttaly and Africa, as well as =

Ooh! This is fun!
Where shall we
GO invade next?
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William was a powerfol .

But £dward had also promised the crown
Yo his pal, Harold Godwinson. Harold was
populac with Anglo-Saxon people, 50 he
would be an excellent choice.

1 swear on my)

est honting
dog’s lifel

1n 1064 Harold was captored by William in
|| France and made to swear an oath on a holy
celic that he'd let Wiliam be King of England.

1 had my Fingers
crossed!
Bueeel 4o

'William was outraged! He Fel
cheated by Harold and began

planning an invasio

£dward died in Janvary 1066 and Harold

Halley’s Comet was in the sky. People
e thought it was a messenger of doom!|
—
But luck was on the Normans’ side. Hacold had Fought and beaten Vikings
up in York only days before. The Anglo-Saxons were ticed from fighting
when they acrived at Hastings to do battle with William. =2
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20| Legend has
g that Harold
was shot in the
eye with an

experts now
think he was
attacked
with swords
oy Wilam’s
close allies.

Tt was a close Fight, but The superi

ot his armour

o
6n back to front!

the Normans on their horses won over the exha
Saxons. Harold died in battle, along with his dream
of preserving Anglo-Saxon England. 3

William immediately pmmmmmmnt o
had a huge embroidered hanging made called
The Bayeox Tapestry to show of his conquest.

The Normans roled England with an I
iron Fist and had to build castles to even down to the haireuts! OFF went on

Fashion Fo long hair and moustaches!

They introduced many French words into

the €nglish language, especially in Food, such)
as ‘mutton’ for sheep, “beef” For cow and
‘pork’ For pig.

"The peasants

ace cevolting]

rotten yourselves!

Do you want

The Normans other great legacy is the churched
and cathedrals around England. William spent,

William wanted To know aboot his new
country and ordeced a survey detalin
everything people owned, 1

down to the last pig! * :

[ Tiis was known as the Domesday Book B
and still sorvives Foday, 925 years later]

e Normans IeF T a lasting impression on the English
way of (ife (including the game of conkers! Duchl).
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reat chapter to the rich tapestry
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See you next month!



