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National Geographic Kids Primary Resources
Animal language primary resource
This primary resource introduces children to the concept of language among other species; in this case, the gibbon. Discover how gibbons use different sounding calls to mean different things. How do gibbons use the volume of their voices to communicate different meanings? What is a gibbon ‘duet’? What does a gibbon say when it sees danger?

Pupils will learn about how gibbons use communication as the key to their survival — and make friends — in our National Geographic Kids’ English primary resource sheet.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The teaching resource can be used in study group tasks for thinking about (and comparing) human and animal communication, as a printed handout for each pupil to review and annotate, or for display on the interactive whiteboard using the information and images included in the resource for class discussion.

Activity:
As a whole class, in small groups or as individuals, complete the ‘Learn to speak gibbon’ exercise. Ask pupils to draw up a table, with one column for humans, and one column for gibbons, and compare methods of communication. They could divide the table into rows such as: body language, tone of voice, gestures, etc. Pupils could discuss whether we can ever really know what gibbons are saying to each other. Give reasons for their answers. They could use different coloured highlighter pens to highlight the information they believe to be proven fact, and that which they believe to be speculation or opinion.
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