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Fill a small bowl with
tap water and then put
an ice cube in it. Place
a toothpick across

the ice cube, sprinkle
salt around the stick
and wait for around 30
seconds. Now pick up
the matchstick using
your thumb and index
finger - the ice cube

is magically stuck!
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HOW/DOES|IT, WORK?

Salt lowers the freezing point of water and melts the
ice. But the salt can’t get underneath the toothpick,
so this part of the ice cube remains frozen. When the
water from the melted ice flows to where the salt didn’t
land, it refreezes, because that part is still icy cold.
When the water refreezes, it traps the toothpick and
that's why you can then pick up the ice cube. Clever!
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