Not all leopards spend their lives in trees. In areas without scavengers or
large predators, the cats are happy hiding their dinners in the brush. This
ability to adapt - including slight differences in coat colour to match their
surrounding terrain - has helped the leopard become the most widespread
member of the cat species. However, the amur leopard of Far East Russia and
Northern China is the most endangered of all the big cats.
Leopards can be found throughout most of the
southern half of Africa and across much
of Asia, from dense jungles
and snowy mountains to

Leopards may be the smallest of the so-called ‘big

: >\ huge grasslands called

cats’—a term thatincludes liohs, tigers and jaguars 4 { (8 ’ savannas.

“=but they’re amazingly strong for their size. They r,‘ Perhaps
have muscular necks and stocky legs made for ‘ o the biggest
pouncing and climbing, and their massive heads t reason
pack powerful jaws. One tist saw a leopard Q ) the leopards’
take down an animal 12 timesits weight - that's > B success is that
like a man stopping a car by leaping on it! A they're not picky

Yet despite all that power, leopards are masters eaters.The cats

of stealth. They stalk with the grace of a much adapt their diet
smaller cat, tiptoeing on the pads of their paws and to whatever
creeping ghostlike through the brush until they’re prey is plentiful. )

close enough to pounce on prey. The cats’spotted’
fur blends with trees, grass and shadows, making
them nearly invisible. And as they're able to see
well in the dark, leopards can even hunt at night.

They'll go after
crocodiles, zebras
and other big
animals. But
the size of their
prey varies a lot
—rodents, hares, =
lizards... no meal’s
too small for this cat!
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