% e admit it, we're
_; terrified! It's 5a
and we're about to

enture into the wildernes
to track down a 1.4 tonne,
double-horned tank:
ike beast. Eek! Our
guides, Hungarla ]
rhino specialis'
Krisztian Gyongyi
and expert rhino
tracker Christopher
Kanyange, give us a
safety briefing. They
belong to an elite team
in Liwonde National Park, whose job is
to monitor and protect the rhinos, and
rescue those that have been trapped in
poachers’ snares and traps
hristopher has worked for Malawi’s
Black Rhino Conservation Programme
since 1993, when the first breeding pair
of rhinos was re-introduced here from
South Africa. He qmckly puts our minds at
rest. Kind of. “Rhinos are shy and friendly
animals,” he says. “But we | may encounte
threats from other wild animals.’Uh oh{
“Rhinos have excellent hearing, so we're
taught how to commumcate silently using

es
ash-filled sock out of his pocket and givesi
a shake. The grey dust moves in the breeze.
He's checklng the wind direction, making

presence, he may (out of pure currosrty)
ome a bit closer to c‘heck usout-butifwe
scare him, he might run off at speeds of up
) 40kmph'(|j.ucklly, |Irh|nos have veryhpoor
eyesight and can only run in a straight line
signals (see right). To get one another’s Sg, iFhe runs toward: yi allwe need todois
attention, we'll need to make clicking move to the side, ou f his way, = nd crouc ’

ounds with oufy behlndabus .That's the theory, an
‘tongues first! & & P\

- ‘ 3 ‘ uddenly we heal | e
s'hort elec nﬁe  furiously! Krisztian ls(rantlcally makln_fj
fence borders S8 the ‘dangertsign (see right) and gestur n

\

# Rhino Sanctuary, 4§} intimeto see aﬁugeQ‘oo ed snake §
i o\cated deep within{e8s lithering off into the nd“rgr ywth.
‘th national park & 1 \“That was a Mozambique spitting

Its main' ole,{|s to I\ 8% cobra; whlspers'Ch tophe?}ymbl :
eép he breeding \{§ : hakeri “It's averyda ger is animal!”
‘animals. W|th|n the ¢ These scary srrakes can rear up and splt

Most of these. rhinos are already fitted,
S with radio transmltters, and SO once damagehtoo “That's one of the largest ones

inside the sanctuary, Krisztian turns on N2 I've ever seen!” exclaims Krisztian. “It was

is detection equipment. He soon picks sl & nearly 2m- Iong, I reckon '\Qur adrenalme .+ juicy green leaves. We can't believeit! No& %

“named Ntangai, d we start to trek
through the bush in si gle ﬁlé’ totaII
silent.The grass
‘beneath ur boots =

_is golden and crisp,

" and we have to

be extra careful.

to avoid snappm

dry tW|gs\Qurﬂ‘

senses are on hig

‘alert, straining fo S |

| signs of W|IdI|fe M

up the signal ofat5 II (male'rhino), x pumplng we rekron This'is wild!
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sweltering heat for over 7km, and he seems
to have slowed down.“The signal is intense
now,” Krisztian whispers.“The rhino is withi
80 Aetres!‘ﬁnall)f Ntanga is in sight! “Do
you see him?” r|szt|an ask%)—mtmg 03
dense thicke .l_r_r.t_he distance.We c can just
ake out a huge grey rump and 2 ha|r
w W|tch|ng earas the rhino browse s on some
shrubs. We crouch down'[ookmg at his big
bum for a few seconds, until he disappears
into the thick bush. We  did it! We saw a black
rhino! Well, its bottom, 2 at | Ie'ﬁFKrlsztla
is over the moon. “Ntangai looks health
and we didn’t spook him. This has been a
successful session,” he say

o

he adventure isn’t over...
Driving back to| basgamp, we ask
Christopher if he still gets excited when
he sees a rhino.”l love them, even after all
this time,” he tells us..’jThe moment we find
them, and they are in good condition, we

h

the14gkm Black %% towardssome ushes. We\atch up, just s '{,

his is ou anlmal nd \ '

s %' animal for hewj;rglewo Id .
rotected zone venom 3m tOWards thelr target causing ® JUAL
iRy

WA nd at tt; at moment just as the jeep turns
the corner, we see another rhino! A male,
called Namagogodo, is simply standing ™
there, in plain view, calmly nlbbllng on some

tracking, no radio transmitters, no funny
. hand |gnals We just stumbled upon

him. A: Q;\Natch the gentle giant
chlng, we beam from,_

happlly
ear to ear. But Christopher’s smile is
he widest faIII U

Can Nat Geo Kids catch a glimpse of
a rare black rhinoceros? Join us on a
rhino tracking adventure in Liwonde

National Park, Malawi...

Black rhinos have lived on Earth for over 50 million years - they
once roamed across Britain, North America and Europe! But
sadly, black rhino populations have collapsed - a staggering 96%
were lost to poaching between 1970 and 1995. Entire populations
have been wiped out in some African countries because their horns
are used to make traditional‘medicine’in Southeast Asia. Other
people use rhino horns to make dagger handles or bangles. Today,
poaching is still the biggest threat, but rhino numbers are slowly
rising thanks to dedicated conservation efforts, The Black Rhino
Conservation Programme at Liwonde Park in Malawi is one of the
projects helping to restore this iconic species.

;JJJJJ Signals:

vant & o NN aCKiINng

1 [ { |E@d| O T 1did

1GQNC s EXDe NN 'dCKe

Nristoopne AeMONSIrate!

Nat Geo Kids travelled to Malawi courtesy of
Mahlatini Luxury Travel and Kenya Airways.
For information about family-friendly tailor-made
trips to Malawi, check out Mahlatini.com
Find out more about Malawi at malawitourism.com
and trek to cawsmw.com for info about Malawi safaris.



