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National Geographic Kids Primary Resources
Accidental discoveries primary resource
This primary resource takes three scientific inventions and explains how they resulted from accidents. Find out how mistakes can sometimes lead to groundbreaking discoveries. What fortunate mishap lead to the invention of the microwave oven? Whose temper tantrum gave us durable rubber? What sweet treat came from a scientist’s dirty hands?

[bookmark: _GoBack]As well the history of three modern-day inventions (artificial sweetener, durable rubber and the microwave oven), this science primary resource helps pupils learn why it’s not always bad to make mistakes, and how accidents can help us to learn new things.

The teaching resource can be used in study group tasks for discussion about scientific experiments, inventions and technology, and the concept of learning from mistakes. It can be used as a printed handout for each pupil to review and annotate, or for display on the interactive whiteboard using the images included in the resource for class discussion.

Activity:
Ask pupils to write account of a time when an accident led to something positive. Get them to really think about what they have learned from mistakes they have made. Have they ever broken a toy and, in doing so, learned how it worked or what it was made from? Have they punctured a tyre on their bicycle and learned how to fix it? Maybe they made a mistake preparing food or drink and discovered a tasty treat/new recipe? Pupils could read out their accounts for a group/class discussion, sharing their experiences.
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