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National Geographic Kids Primary Resources
Dolphin communication primary resource
This primary resource helps pupils to learn about dolphins, focussing on the different ways that these fascinating mammals communicate. What noises do dolphins make? How do dolphins 'talk' to each other? How are scientists able to identify individual dolphins and study their communication?

Pupils will discover fascinating facts about dolphins in this animal primary resource, and learn about how they communicate in complex ways -- from calls and whistles, to bubbles and body movements. They will also discover how these aquatic animals use sound to locate food through echolocation.
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The teaching resource can be used in study group tasks for discussion about dolphins, as well as communication techniques in the animal kingdom. It could be used as a printed handout for each pupil to review and annotate, or for display on the interactive whiteboard for class discussion.

Activity:
 Get the children to use our primary resource to create an annotated dolphin poster, explaining how dolphins use their different body parts to communicate – e.g. fins to say ‘hello‘, tails to say ‘back off‘, mouths to make vocal calls, blow holes to make bubbles. They could also use the ‘Dolphin Language Decoded‘ section of the primary resource sheet to create a game/puzzle about how dolphins communicate through movement. The pupils could cut out the boxes, then see if they can put them back in order – matching each dolphin action with it’s corresponding meaning.
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