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National Geographic Kids Primary Resources
Animal friendships primary resource
This primary resource was created for International Friendship Day, to help pupils consider what makes a good friend. By looking at ten fun and unusual friendships in the animal world, children can understand the extraordinary ways that working together can help improve lives. Who helped Spanky the horse to become less aggressive and more relaxed? Why was a tortoise the best companion for a rejected hippo? Why is Princess the dog such a good chimp protector?
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The teaching resource can be used in study group tasks for discussion about the social behaviour, communication and relationships between animals – and how they compare to humans. It could be used as a printed handout for each pupil to review and annotate, or for display on the interactive whiteboard for class discussion.

Activity:
Ask the children to think about the importance of friendships. Using the primary resource, ask them to list all the reasons why the animals mentioned were given special friends. Thinking about these reasons, hold a class discussion about why having friendships is good for us humans, too. Pupils could design Friendship Day cards and hand them out to other members of the class. As a literacy task, they could write short stories or poems about friendships or needing a friend.
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