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National Geographic Kids Primary Resources
[bookmark: _GoBack]Origins of the Christmas tree primary resource
This primary resource teaches children about the history of the Christmas tree, and why we decorate these evergreen trees with festive ornaments this time of year. Discover the origins of putting up Christmas trees in our homes. Before Christianity, why did people hang evergreen plants over their door? When did German Christians first bring evergreens into their homes? Why were miniature lights invented for the trees?

Pupils will learn about the religious and cultural influences that led to the tradition of decorating Christmas trees, in our National Geographic Kids’ Culture primary resource sheet.

The teaching resource can be used in study group tasks for learning about how festivals / holidays evolve and develop over time. It can be used as a printed handout for each pupil to review and annotate, or for display on the interactive whiteboard for class discussion.

Activity:
In groups, ask children to discuss the events in the comic and write them up in a paragraph or two, or create a timeline of events depicted in the resource.

Pupils could use the information in the resource as a starting point to research the influence of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert had on the way we celebrate Christmas. Pupils could discuss why they had influence on the general public.

Ask the children to research Christmas traditions from different parts of the world. They could use our Christmas around the world primary resource to help them.
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