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Hovering in warm waters off the |
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Geographic photographer Brian Skerr
dark shadow closing in on him. Soon the sha
the form of a torpedo with a fin on top - i
whitetip shark! Brian's heart is racing. He
this shark species has a fierce reputation.

female swims closer, gaining speed until... bonl i ST s 2 A L - - Skerryshows}a
She gently bumps her snout against Brian’s camer : = s e et , e 3 interactingjwithlaltige
The shark’s mouth is closed, so Brian knows she ' S " e R - v shark{inithe

trying to bite him. She merely examines his photog
equipment, then moves in big, lazy circles around hin
was just exploring,” Brian says later. “She seemed to have
extremely curious personality.” E
Brian has encountered hundreds of sharks during his
career and he’s found that individual sharks can have very
different personalities. “Certain sharks seem ‘polite;"he
tells us. “They’re well behaved and make eye contact. Other
individuals appear grumpy or sneaky.” [
And some shark biologists agree. Humans often fear sharks,
but individual fish - even those belonging to more aggressive
species such as great whites — can be pretty mellow.
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