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Bornean
sun bears are
about the same
height as a 12-year-old
kid - that's half |
the size of other / -
sun bears!
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Sun bears are
named after the
yellow, spotted

‘rising sun’
mark on their
chests. 4

As well as the illegal pet trade, sun bears are
threatened by habitat destruction and by poachers
who illegally hunt the animals for their meat or for
use in traditional ‘medicines.

“Their claws, teeth and skin are also prized as
decorations,” says Gloria. Thankfully the BSBCC is
working hard to educate local people, businesses and
kids about animal welfare. In Sabah, the penalty for
owning or harming a sun bear is five years in prison.
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“Sun bears spend much of their day up trees,” says Gloria
Ganang, from the BSBCC. “They will climb 20-40m to find
: fruit and insects to eat, search for honeybees, or sleep.”
Their large curved claws help them cling onto tree trunks
- but the bears also use them, along with their huge teeth, to
N tear open tree trunks to get to bees’ nests hidden inside!
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Their humongous
20-25cm tasters (try
comparing that to yours!)
| are perfect for licking
-_—— b honey out of bees’ nests
¥ or slurping up termites
from leaves and tight
crevices. Yum!
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