One technique
used by Joe's team to
boost numbers in the
wild is pup fostering.
Pups born in captivity
are raised in dens of
wild red wolves with
other pups. The mother
raises them as if they

are her own!

It's early afternoon and we're standing in the ghostly light of a

tall pine forest, preparing to meet some of the planet’s rarest
canines. This wildlife refuge is home to five captive red wolves,
living here as part of a breeding programme. “Should we be
nervous?” we ask biologist Joe Madison (left) from the Red Wolf
Recovery Programme, as he ushers us into a large outdoor pen.
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a person,” Joe reassures us, as he clicks the gate shut The captive
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BIG BAD WOLVES? in the wild.
“We get frustrated because red MISTAKEN IDENTITY

wolves are portrayed in the The wild wolves were doing well until the mid-1990s when a
media as vicious killers,’ says Joe. ¢ new problem arrived - coyotes. A population of the canines
“But in the last 30 years, there have ¢ had moved into the area and they began causing trouble
been just seven confirmed attacks e for landowners, who feared they would attack small

on livestock, and only on smaller ¢ livestock, game animals and pets. Unless you

animals like goats and chickens. know what to look for (see below, right), coyotes

Sadly, red wolves'false reputation « can seem similar to red wolves. People began

as a threat to humans and shooting the pesky coyotes — but many red

livestock led to people shooting ¢ wolves were also killed in error. Tragically,

them. Eventually, today there are just 30-35 red

hunting, combined wolves remaining in the wild.
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pushed them to the verge of extinction.”
Joe and his team at the Red Wolf

So, how were the species saved?

Recovery Programme are working Ve
RED WOLF RESCUE hard to make sure the red wolf \
“In 1980, the one remaining population population stays as stable as possible. '
of red wolves was taken out of the wild They use a variety of techniques -
and into captivity,” he explains.“That way, including radio collars and remote sensing
they could be protected, and a captive cameras — to monitor the wild wolves. They

E breeding programme could begin.” o mist a?(:"::;'o"t':s also microchip pups soon after they're born.
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g collected, conservationists realised the N B breeding centres around the USA —and

3 situation was even worse than they'd Joe wants to increase their number to 400,

g feared - of the 400 animals that were rounded up, o sothey can create a second

g only 14 were actually healthy red wolves! The others + release site somewhere -
¢ were either coyotes that had been mistakenly caught, ¢ elsein the country.
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Similar tawny colouring to Often the fur behind their g bushy black-tipped tails
red wolves, but narrower legs and ears will have a and thick grey fur. There are pure
muzzles and pointy ears. reddish tint. white and all black variations.
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the Holiday Inn Express Airport-Brier . . . .
Creek in Raleigh, three nights at the Any small animal they can find ~ White-tailed deer are their Mostly eat large prey such
Ramada Plaza by Wyndham on Nags — from calves and squirrels most common prey, plus as moose, goats, sheep and

Head oceanfront, three nights at the . " 5 . .
Anchorage Inn in Ocracoke and seven to insects. Will eat fruits and smaller animals such as deer. Will also eat smaller

nights’ self-catering in a three-bedroom vegetables in the winter. raccoons, rabbits and rodents. animals like beavers or hares.

home at Topsail Beach. Find out more
about North Carolina at visitnc.com



